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Designing to meet the needs of our audiences will 
explore ways to create and develop programs and 
projects to meet the dynamic, changing needs of the 
community through innovative, non-traditional 
methods.

Techniques and methods for designing experiences 

with our communities will feature the fundamentals of 
creative communication techniques combined with the 
unique features of Education About the Environment 
(EAE), which will enable participants to design and 
implement effective learner-centered experiences.

Designing facilities with our communities, for our 

communities will look at planning models, innovative 
examples, sustainability, elements of success, and 
emerging community needs for trails and other 
visitor-based facilities. 

Expanding our community horizons: redefining 

the box will empower participants to move beyond 
traditionally developed EAE experiences toward a 
movement of reframing EAE as a broader community 
issue through partnerships and inclusiveness of 
community members.

ABOUT THE CONFERENCE

Our Places Tell Stories is a skills-building 
conference designed to enrich your ability 

to effectively connect with your audiences. 

Teachers interested in expanding their class-

rooms beyond school walls will also benefit 

from this conference. 

Our Places Tell Stories will provide you with 

educational and interpretive strategies and 

techniques. With these tools, we can achieve

our vision of inspiring visitors and residents 

to understand, appreciate, and take care of 

Nevada’s environment.

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

Our Places Tell Stories will feature sessions

by regional and national experts presenting 

successful models and examples that will 

help us tell our Nevada stories.

We will explore and share methods to better 

understand and connect with our audiences, 

through the conference’s four strands:

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

2008 Conference at a Glance

MARCH 5 • WEDNESDAY 

7.30 am  Registration 

8.30 am  Concurrent Action Studios 

12.00 pm Lunch 

1.30 pm Concurrent Round Table and/or Panel Sessions 

5.00 pm Conclusion of Round Table and/or Panel Sessions 

MARCH 4 • TUESDAY 

9.00 am  Registration 

10.00 am  Keynote Address by David Sobel 

12.00 pm  Lunch 

1.45 pm Concurrent Action Studios 

3.30 pm Speaker and Reception 

4.45 pm Springs Preserve Tours & Reception 

Preliminary program subject to change

MARCH 7 • FRIDAY 

Various Times / Field Trip Sessions 

MARCH 6 • THURSDAY 

7.30 am  Registration 

8.30 am  Concurrent Action Studios 

12.00 pm Lunch 

1.15 pm Presented Papers 

3.15 pm  Concurrent Action Studios 

 

 



REGISTRATION

The full registration fee of $75 covers all program activities beginning Tuesday morning and extending 
through Thursday afternoon. This fee includes meals and snacks during the conference and the reception on 
Tuesday evening. It also covers the keynote address, speakers, and presenters. Finally, as a participant at the 
conference, you will receive complimentary admission to the Springs Preserve, a conference packet, and 
conference giveaways.

A flat daily registration of $40 is available for anyone who will not be able to attend the entire conference, 
including guests and presenters. The daily fee includes entrance fees for the Springs Preserve, the conference 
packet, conference giveaways, meals, breaks, and sessions. Spouses/partners and family members ages 13 
and older are welcome to attend these sessions. 
                                  
Registration does not include field trips or housing. You must sign up and pay for a field trip separately on 
the registration form. All conference participants are responsible for making their own hotel reservations.

KEYNOTE ADDRESS

The keynote speaker for the 2008 Our Places Tell Stories conference is David Sobel,  Director of Teacher 
Certification Programs in the Department of Education at the Antioch New England Institute.  David Sobel 
has authored Place-Based Education – Connecting Classrooms and Communities, Beyond Ecophobia – 

Reclaiming the Heart in Nature Education, and many articles on children and nature. He serves as Project 
Director of the CO-SEED (Community Based School Environmental Education) Program, which offers rich 
opportunities to simultaneously enhance student achievement, community vitality, and environmental 
quality through partnerships between schools, higher education institutions, community-based learning 
centers, and other community organizations.  The program, which utilizes innovative “vision-to-action” 
forums and outreach mechanisms designed with the community, recently received the Maria Pirie 
Environmental Program Award, in part because “CO-SEED makes environmental education relevant 
anywhere, to anyone, because local people shape it to respond to their needs.”

If we want children to flourish, to become truly empowered, then let us allow them

to love the earth before we ask them to save it. – David Sobel

CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDITS

Your participation in this conference will earn you a certificate 
for two Continuing Education Units (CEUs). CEUs are a measure 
of completion for non-credit learning programs and are 
nationally recognized as a measure of a participant’s non-
credit accomplishments. The CEUs you earn will be part of 
your permanent record at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas. 
The fees associated with these CEUs are included in the 
conference registration fee.
 

 

enviroedexchange.org 



Conference Presentations
The innovative 2008 Our Places Tell Stories conference will be a forum for four different types 
of presentations: Action Studios, Presented Papers, Round Tables, and Panel Sessions. 
The main outcome of each presentation will be to create knowledge and tools, which can be 
applied immediately after the conference. 

Action Studios will feature recognized change agents who are doing great work in the community 
through environmental, social, economic, community, or educational initiatives. Each presenter will be 
asked to provide an overview of his/her work and work with conference participants to create useable, 
applicable tools for use in Education About the Environment (EAE).

Valuable information imparted in a formal presentation will be showcased in the Presented Papers 
portion of the conference. The knowledgeable individuals who present will expound on information 
that is fresh, relevant, and applicable to the EAE field.

The Round Table and Panel Sessions will provide an opportunity for community leaders to come 
together to discuss specific goals and perceptions or to develop projects, programs, or ideas which will 
address the holistic needs of the community. The forums will provide a chance for the EAE community 
to expand its’ definition of what it means to work with the community. 

About the Springs Preserve

 

Southern Nevada Agency Partnership

Public Lands Institute

Nevada State Museum & Historical Society

Las Vegas Natural History Museum

Springs Preserve

Red Rock Canyon Interpretive Association

REI

UNLV Educational Outreach

Nevada Department of Wildlife

Outside Las Vegas Foundation

Nevada Natural Resource Education Council

Partners

100 percent of the water used at the Springs 
Preserve is reclaimed and recycled for re-use 
on site.
 
Some of the sustainable construction materials 
and techniques used for the Desert Learning 
Center were first used in Persia 5,000 years ago. 

More than 5,000 artifacts have been collected 
from the site of the Springs Preserve

The Springs Preserve has 30 species of native 
Mojave fauna on display. 

The photovoltaic arrays serving as covered 
parking produce enough electricity to power 
about 75 percent of all energy needs for the 
Preserve. 

Throughout the facility, there are 22 artistic 
representations highlighting the use of 
sustainable living practices.



CONFERENCE STRANDS

We are seeking proposals for the following strands:

 Designing to Meet the Needs of Our Audiences will explore ways to create and develop programs and projects to meet the  
 dynamic, changing needs of the community. 
 
 Techniques and Methods for Designing Experiences with Our Communities will feature the fundamentals of creative   
 communication techniques combined with the unique features of Education About the Environment (EAE), which will enable  
 participants to design and implement e�ective learner-centered experiences. 

 Designing Facilities with Our Communities, For Our Communities will look at planning models, innovative examples,   
 sustainability, elements of success, and emerging community needs for trails and other visitor-based facilities.

 Expanding Our Community Horizons: Rede�ning the Box will empower participants to move beyond traditionally developed  
 EAE experiences toward a movement of reframing EAE as a broader community issue through partnerships and inclusiveness
 of community members.

SESSION LENGTHS AND FORMATS

Action Studios
This format is best for working with conference participants to create useable, applicable tools for use in Education About the 
Environment (EAE). You should plan to present an overview of your work or research, but the presentation should focus mainly on 
skill and resource development. You may choose from three available time slots for your presentation: 1 hour and 30 minutes, 
1 hour and 45 minutes, OR 3 hours.

Presented Papers
This format is best for presenting research, articles, papers, or information to conference participants. The information presented 
should be fresh, relevant, and applicable to the Education About the Environment (EAE) �eld. You will have 45 minutes for your 
presentation.

SUBMIT A PROPOSAL

 1) Complete the enclosed Presentation Proposal Form.
 2) Indicate one lead presenter in the space provided. The lead presenter will receive all presentation 
  correspondence and will be responsible for contacting additional presenters with session details.
 3) Return completed proposals by December 24, 2007 to:

                    Allyson Butler; UNLV Public Lands Institute
   Box 452040; 4505 South Maryland Parkway
   Las Vegas, NV 89154-2040

PROPOSAL ACCEPTANCE

Noti�cation of proposal acceptance will be made by January 15, 2008. The following criteria will be used for reviewing proposals:
  Relevance/appropriateness to conference theme and strands
  Signi�cance
  Appeal to participants
  Usefulness for practical applications
  Theoretical and/or research basis with practical applications
  Proposal clarity/completeness/suitability to conference

Call for Presentations

SUBMISSION DEADLINE: DECEMBER 24, 2007

QUESTIONS? 
Contact Allyson Butler

702.895.5734
allyson.butler@unlv.edu

MARCH 4 - 7, 2008 

INFORMATION



organization

name / title / position

mailing address

telephone fax

e-mail (work) e-mail (home)

PRIMARY PRESENTER

organization 

name / title / position 

mailing address 

telephone fax 

e-mail (work) e-mail (home) 

ADDITIONAL PRESENTER (attach additional sheets if necessary, include all information for all presenters)      

PROPOSED PRESENTATION

title of presentation 

presentation best �ts this strand (select one):

type of presentation

length (A. 1 hour and 30 minutes, B. 1 hour and 45 minutes, or C. 3 hours):   1st choice ______     2nd choice ______

audiovisual 
equipment needs:

ACTION STUDIO PRESENTED RESEARCH OR PAPER

OTHER (please explain)

SLIDE PROJECTOR DRY ERASE BOARDOVERHEAD PROJECTOR

FLIP CHART AND EASEL LCD PROJECTOR DVD PLAYER & TV MONITORLAPTOP COMPUTER

VCR & TV MONITOR

WIRELESS MICROPHONECD PLAYER PODIUM

ATTACHMENTS

Include attachments (I and II, below) with completed proposal form; attachments may be provided typed or on disk as a Word document.

I.  Short Summary:
 Please provide a short (40-50 words) summary of your session as it should appear in the conference program.

II.  Session Description or Abstract of Paper:
 Please provide a more detailed description (250-500 words) of your session for the selection committee.
 Alternatively, you may submit the abstract of the paper you are presenting (up to 500 words).
 Be sure to include an explanation of how your presentation is applicable to the conference strand you have selected.

ABOUT YOUR PRESENTATION

Call for Presentations

SUBMISSION DEADLINE: DECEMBER 24, 2007!

QUESTIONS? 
Contact Allyson Butler 

702.895.5734 
allyson.butler@unlv.edu 

MARCH 4 - 7, 2008 

Designing to meet the needs of our audiences 
Techniques and methods for designing experiences with our communities  
Designing facilities with our communities, for our communities 
Expanding our community horizons: redefining the box  
 



QUESTIONS?
Contact Allyson Butler

702.895.5734
allyson.butler@unlv.edu

Conference Registration Form 
PART I. 

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION: FEBRUARY 4, 2008! 

Please complete one registration form for each participant in your group attending the conference. 

name 

organization 

title / position 

mailing address 

telephone fax 

e-mail (work) e-mail (home) 

CONTACT INFORMATION

SCHOLARSHIP
If you are interested in a work scholarship for the Our Places Tell Stories conference, please visit http://enviroedexchange.org. 

1)  PHONE

2)  FAX

3)  MAIL

cardholder signature

Call (702) 895-3394. Have your completed registration form, credit card number, and expiration date available.

Transmit the completed, two-page registration form to (702) 895-4195 with a credit card number or purchase order. 

Enclose a copy of your purchase order or check payable to BOARD OF REGENTS.  
Mail the completed, two-page registration form to:

University of Nevada, Las Vegas, Educational Outreach
Box 451019, 4505 S. Maryland Parkway
Las Vegas, NV 89154-1019

Please charge my credit card:                    Visa                  MasterCard              Discover              American Express

card number                                                         expiration date 

FOUR EASY WAYS TO REGISTER: PHONE, FAX, MAIL, or ONLINE

March 4 - 7, 2008 

4)  ONLINE http://edoutreach.unlv.edu and search "Our Places Tell Stories" 



QUESTIONS?
Contact Allyson Butler

702.895.5734
allyson.butler@unlv.edu

FULL REGISTRATION FEE

The full registration fee of $75 covers all program activities beginning Tuesday morning and extending through Thursday 
afternoon. This fee includes meals and snacks during the conference and the reception on Tuesday evening. It also covers 
the keynote address, speakers, and presenters. Finally, as a participant at the conference, you will receive complimentary 
admission to the Springs Preserve, a conference packet, and conference giveaways.

____ Early Bird Registration (by February 4, 2008)   @ $75 $________________ 

____ Registration (after February 4, 2006)    @ $85 $________________ 

____ Registration (at the door)     @ $95 $________________ 

DAILY REGISTRATION FEE 

A �at daily registration of $40 is available for anyone who will not be able to attend the entire conference, including guests 
and presenters. The daily fee includes entrance fees for the Springs Preserve, the conference packet, conference giveaways, 
meals, breaks, and sessions. Spouses/partners and family members ages 13 and older are welcome to attend these sessions. 

____ Tuesday       @ $40 $________________
____ Wednesday       @ $40 $________________
____ Thursday       @ $40 $________________

FRIDAY FIELD PROGRAMS 

Field trips are �lled on a �rst-come, �rst-served basis. The $25 fee covers the cost of both �eld trips and lunch. Transporta-
tion will not be provided. The Mountains Edge �eld trip will showcase the ways in which this company has met the housing 
needs of a growing population, while connecting the community to the natural land resources nearby. The Red Rock Casino 
�eld trip will feature David Bert, an activist who uses innovative techniques for connecting visitors and residents alike to the 
Red Rock Canyon National Conservation Area. Please indicate which Field Trip sessions you will be attending. 

____ Field Trip (cost is $25, whether you go on one or both �eld trips) @ $25 $________________ 
 
          CHOICE  (each �eld trip is limited to thirty people; �rst come, �rst served)

          ____ Mountains Edge in the morning with Lunch     ____ Red Rock Casino with David Bert in afternoon

Total Amount Due         $________________  

Please note: Refunds, less a $35 processing fee, will be made to those registrants who cancel on or before February 1, 2008. No refunds
will be made after this date, although substitutions are always accepted. UNLV reserves the right to cancel this program due to unfore-
seen circumstances and limits its liability to registration refunds only.

Please complete one registration form for each participant in your group attending the conference. 

Conference Registration Form 
PART II. 

EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION: FEBRUARY 4, 2008! March 4 - 7, 2008 


